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Essay exams don't have to be a mystery. With its wealth of visual aids, examples, and practical

advice, Professor Dernbach's concise guide enables pre-law and law school students to develop

the strong essay-writing skills they need to succeed and feel confident taking essay exams. The

new edition of this book, previously titled A Practical Guide to Writing Law School Essay Exams,

now features even more visual aids to facilitate understanding. Writing Essay Exams To Succeed

(Not Just to Survive) takes the mystery out of answering exams, with: Clear and straightforward

guidance - written by an experienced law school professor; A richly visual presentation - that

highlights key points; Plentiful and practical examples - that illustrate strong writing as well as the

pitfalls of essay exams; Sample exam questions in the Appendices - that include several variations

on the answer.
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This book offers practical, time-tested advice for performing well on law school exams. I've tutored

students on test-taking for years, and this book covers 90% of what it takes to excel on law school

exams--clarity of expression, issue spotting, analysis, and organization. But in my experience, those

will get you a B or a B+ at best. What you need is that added something, that brilliant insight, that

"extra" that gets the professor to say "Wow. This is an A exam."What is that? To me, it's

understanding what the professor is looking for--knowing the professor's approach or angle or

idiosyncratic preferences--then using that knowledge to reinforce those preferences or challenge

them thoughtfully. You must make your answer not only legally right but intellectually satisfying to



the professor.How do you do that? Some people just have the knack. For the rest, spend time

talking to the professor in and out of class. Read what the professor has written. Immerse yourself in

the professor's world (as it relates to the course). Probably a book can't teach that, and this one

doesn't try.

it's a helpful book but the information is repetitive to other materials i already had...
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